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Collection Description
Biographical and Historical Note

E. (Eugene) Clayton Calhoun, Jr., Methodist minister, educator, and missionary, was born on
November 18, 1912 in Douglas, Georgia to the Reverend Eugene Clayton Calhoun, Sr., and
Minerva Augusta Barnes Calhoun; he spent his early life in northern Florida. He was married to
Frankie S. Morgan of Pembroke, Georgia on May 12, 1935. Calhoun died on December 31, 2009



in Asheville, North Carolina. He received his undergraduate degree from Florida Southern
College, his seminary degree from Perkins School of Theology/Southern Methodist University,
and did further graduate studies at the University of California at Berkeley, and Boston
University. After being ordained as a deacon into the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, and as an elder in the Methodist Church, he served as pastor to churches in
North Carolina, Texas, and Florida. He was a missionary to China before and after World War Il
(1940 and 1946); served as president of Paine College from 1956 to 1970; as director of the
Black College Fund of the United Methodist Church in Nashville, Tennessee until 1974; founded
the Smoky Mountain Center for Independent Studies (Clyde, North Carolina), a retreat for small
college and church groups; and wrote the book, Of Men Who Ventured Much and Far, 1961. He

retired as a United Methodist minister in 1974 in Asheville, North Carolina.
(Excerpt from obituary, 2009)

Scope and Content

The Calhoun collection includes personal papers, and manuscripts for the book, Of Men Who
Ventured Much and Far. Material spans 1945-1986, [n.d]; articles, pamphlets and publications.
Material spans 1904-1988, [n.d]; information pertaining to Paine College. Material spans 1958-

1995, [n.d]; photographs, slides, postcards, articles and news clippings. Materials span 1911-
1990, [n.d]; Miscellaneous items. Material spans 1956-2010; recording albums. Material spans
1963-1964

General Note

Additional Material

Materials cataloged: Thirty six (36 linear feet) of book collection.

Materials not cataloged: 3.0 linear feet (metal files #16, #17) of Sermon notes, oversized box of
academic regalia, and 36 linear feet of donated personal book collection.

Materials not processed: 3.0 linear feet (boxes 14, 15, 18) of miscellaneous items.
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